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Tara Sfanta, Tara Sfanta

Aud in timpanele mele bubuind scurt aceste cuvinte
repetitive

si peste motoarele turate ale avionului

si peste larma din Ben Gurion

si peste vocea ghidului

Tara Sfantd se asterne la picioarele noastre
noaptea cu profetiile orasului acoperit de lumini
macina pulberi de piatra

peste rinile palmelor se trece cu privirea

o ultima pasdre canta fara graba

prin aer plutesc arome exotice

in care rugdciunea se disipeaza

ca un nor in forma de fluture

peste Pustiul Iudeii

Holy Land, Holy Land

In my eardrums, I hear the short booming of these repetitive

words

over the revving engines of the plane

over the bustle at Ben Gurion

and over the voice of the guide

The Holy Land unfolds at our feet

the night with prophecies of the city covered in lights
grinding stone powders

over the wounds of palms, the gaze passes over
the last bird sings unhurriedly

exotic aromas drift through the air

in which prayer dissipates

like a cloud in the shape of a butterfly

over the Judean Desert



Griadina Ghetsimani

Pe scoarta unui mdslin se citesc atingeri ingeldtoare
pimantul e rosu in amiaza racoroasd

rugile se soptesc cu voci murmurate

pelerinii trec peste pasii apostolilor

cu linistea infasurata in jurul capului ca un turban nevazut

cocosul a cantat a treia oard

nimeni nu-si potriveste pasii cu Iuda

nici cu Petru

peste mantia albastra preotul poartd una de taina
ne arata locul

ni-1 arata pe lisus trecand cu pasi omenesti pe alei
vrem sé fotografiem clipa

vrem un selfie cu Fiul lui Dumnezeu

pe imagine se strecoard ca din senin un porumbel

Garden of Gethsemane

The bark of an olive tree holds deceptive touches
the earth is red in the cool noon,

prayers are being whispered in murmured voices,
pilgrims pass over the steps of the apostles

with peacefulness wrapped around heads like an unseen

turban

the rooster crowed for the third time,

no one matches their steps with Judas

nor with Peter

over the blue cloak, the priest wears one of mystery
he shows us the location

he shows us Jesus walking the paths with human steps
we want to capture the moment

we want a selfie with the Son of God

in the image, out of nowhere, a dove slips in



Zidul-Plangerii

Pastram linistea si ne strecuram in piata larga
la gat purtim cruciulite din lemn de maslin
daruri de pret atarnand de un snur negru

la Zidul Plangerii e ziva de Sabat

ni se cere s ne ascundem crucile

umbrele isi cautd drumul

nu stim cine este lisus

obosim cand nu vrem sd-1 stim Rastignirea
linistea e o decoratiune purtatd la vedere
vantul se strecoard printre oameni

si-1 impaca unii cu altil

inserarea si-i gaseasca purificati

Legea cea noua implinitd

pe Poarta de Aur a lerusalimului lisus intrd in cetate

Templul tui Solomon rdméne in urma nezidit

ascuns in piatra galbena

Zidul Plangerii desparte acum Palestina de Israel

The Wailing Wall

We keep silent and slip into the wide square

around our necks, we wear small olive-wood crosses

precious gifts hanging from a black cord
at the Wailing Wall, it is Sabbath

and we are asked to hide our crosses
shadows search for their way

we do not know who Jesus is

we grow weary when we do not want to know His
Crucifixion

silence is an ornament worn in plain sight
wind sneaks through the people

and reconciles them with each other

may the evening find them purified

the new Law fulfilled

through the Golden Gate of Jerusalem, Jesus enters the city

The Temple of Solomon remains unfinished in the
background

hidden in the yellow stone

The Wailing Wall now separates Palestine from Israel



INRI

Ploud pe dealurile Nazaretului

trei zile si trei nopti

ploaia cade neobosita

picaturile grele netezesc drumul

si spali la nesfarsit povara si chinul

truda si amarul

la nesfarsit ploud in Nazaret

rodiile se coc in ploaia binecuvantata

sucul de rodie se aseamina cu singele de pe Golgota
nesfarsit ¢ drumul plon

nesfarsiti sunt pasii

care urcd pe Muntele Maslinilor

lisus Nazarineanul Regele Tudeilor merge descult prin ploaie
si ne asteaptd neobosit sa-I cerem peste si paine

nimeni nu I-a vizut insa ranile care se spalau in ploaia deasa
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INRI
(IESVS NAZARENVS REX IVDAZORVM)

It rains over the hills of Nazareth
for three days and three nights

the rain falls tirelessly

heavy drops are smoothing the path

and endlessly washing away all burden and torment

the toil and bitterness

it endlessly rains in Nazareth

pomegranates ripen in the blessed rain

pomegranate juice resembles the blood of Golgotha
the path of rain is endless

endless are also the steps

going up the Mount of Olives

Jesus the Nazarene, King of the Jews, walks barefoot
through the rain

tirelessly waiting for us to ask for fish and bread

yet no one has seen His wounds, washed away in the pouring

rain
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Ghenizaret

Pe Marea Galileii se despicé apa

un stol de pescarusi urmareste indeaproape vaporasul Noah
la bordul lui trecem prin istorie curati ca lacrima

nu mai pacatuim

nu mai tragem cu ochiul la femeia aproapelui

nu mai necinstim prin jurdminte false credinta noastra
pe Marea Galileii vantul alind suflete

doua steaguri se Tnalta pe catarg

al Romaniei si al Israelului

iar pelerinii cAntd Hava Nagila si-si zambesc

asa ne-a vrut si lisus

daruiti aproapelul

cu inimile blande ca soarele in apus

peste Lacul Ghenizaret
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Genezareth

Water splits on the Sea of Galilee

a flock of seagulls closely follows the Noah boat
onboard, we pass through history, clean as tears
we Sin no more

we cast no more sidelong glances at the wife of our neighbor
we dishonor our faith no more with false oaths
on the Sea of Galilee, wind soothes the soul

two flags rise on the mast

those of Romania and Israel,

and the pilgrims sing Hava Nagila and smile

this is how Jesus wanted us to be
give to thy neighbor
with hearts as gentle as the sun at sunset

over Lake Genezareth
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